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Trivia night celebrates wetlands
BY EMELINE HAWKINS
For infortwayne.com

Northeast Indiana will share
in celebrating World Wetlands
Day on Wednesday, Feb. 2.
Little River Wetlands
Project will host a trivia night
celebrating the occasion from
7-8:30 p.m. at Hop River
Brewing Co., 1515 N. Harrison
St., Fort Wayne.
The gathering is a joint
effort, as the organization has
partnered with Fox Island
County Park, Acres Land Trust
and Camp Scott Wetlands
Nature Preserve. Participants
will compete in teams, while
answering rounds of trivia
questions. The event is family
friendly. Food will be available,
as well as a raffle and other
refreshments.
Betsy Yankowiak, director
of preserves and programs at
LRWP, discussed the value
of wetlands — low areas
that collect water. Yankowiak
explained that wetlands serve
other purposes, too. Wetlands
also filter and clean that water,
and serve as habitat and
resources for a diverse group of
animals, birds and insects. That
includes turtles, birds, butterflies, small rodents and more.
“When we protect wetlands,
we protect biodiversity,”
Yankowiak said. “Restoring
wetlands, those kinds of
projects are really important
if we want clean areas, clean
water.”
Wetlands are especially
important to northeast Indiana,
given there are many located in
this part of the state.
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Little River Wetlands Project Wetland Educator Allyson Munger identifies a senna
plant during a children’s program at the Eagle Marsh barn, surrounded by wetlands.
LRWP will share in observing World Wetlands Day on Feb. 2.

“We have a lot of wetlands,
but nothing compared to what
we had 100 years ago. Over the
last 130-140 years, we’ve lost
80 percent of wetlands located
in the northern part of the state,”
Yankowiak said.
The preserves themselves
attract thousands of hikers every
year, according to Yankowiak.
“We encourage people to
learn more about wetlands, not
just in Indiana, but worldwide,”
she said, especially given how
people diverted and changed

local landscapes.
Other events on World
Wetlands Day include two
hikes organized by ACRES
Land Trust. One hike will take
place at 2 p.m. in Allen County
at Vandolah Nature Preserve,
16151 Tother Road, Leo, with
the second at 4 p.m. in Noble
County at Lloyd W. Bender
Memorial Forest, 1891 N. River
Road W., Albion.
Hikers will have the chance
to see a protected preserve,
while learning all about how

wetlands keep communities healthy and how to join
ACRES to help protect these
unique habitats.
Purdue Fort Wayne’s
Environmental Resources
Center will also host talks on
wetlands, from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Admission is free.
More information on events
and year-round programs is
avaailable at:
https://www.lrwp.org/events.
https://acreslandtrust.org/
participate/events.

Mayor says New Haven
is strong, kept promises
“The State of New Haven
is strong,” Mayor Steve
McMichael declared in his
State of the City address
Thursday afternoon at the
New Haven Community
Center.
“We’re making progress,
we’re growing, we’re
working with great partners,
we have a dedicated city
team and we’re not stopping
because we will not waiver in
our quest to continue to make
New Haven an inclusive,

welcoming place for all. New
Haven will always be a great
place to live,” McMichael
continued. “New Haven is
a resilient community, and
like I’ve stated for nearly
two years, I believe and trust
that New Haven residents
will make the best choices
for themselves and their
families.”
Prior to the mayor’s
address, Roman Doust,
president of the Mayor’s
Youth Advisory Council and
a junior at Woodlan High
School, spoke to the group

of city, county and state
officials. He outlined some
of the activities the organization had been involved in the
past year. MYAC members
restored the gazebo at Canal
Landing Park and helped
generate food donations from
local corporations to provide
2,100 pounds of food through
Project HOPE for the St.
James Lutheran Church food
bank. He thanked the mayor
and his executive assistant/
youth director, Deb Anne
Smith, for the opportunity
SEE MAYOR, PAGE A8
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BY ROD KING

FROM STAFF REPORT
Employees from Valero
Renewables Bluffton ethanol
plant gifted a $15,000 grant
to Erin’s House for Grieving
Children. Funds were raised
through the Valero Energy
Foundation as part of its 2021
Benefit for Children. The
effort generated more than $15
million to be distributed around
the nation where Valero has
major operations.
“We are honored to have
been selected as a recipient
of Valero’s charitable giving,”
Debbie Meyer, executive
director of Erin’s House, said
in a news release.
In 2021, Erin’s House
supported 138 students at
18 different schools in eight
counties in Northeast Indiana
and Northwest Ohio.
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FROM STAFF REPORT
This year, Paulding
Putnam Electric Cooperative is planning $3.6 million
in investments focused on
system improvements that will
directly increase the co-op’s
service reliability and maintain
existing facilities. Due to
rising costs, especially with
wholesale power costs and the
COVID-19 pandemic, PPEC
implemented an increase to the
service charge for residential
members beginning on the
January 2022 billing statement.
This is the first increase
PPEC has had since 2018 and
represents only a 1.2% increase
for the average residential
member. The residential
service charge is now $35 per
month, as compared to $32.95.
Primary components of the
2022 work plan will include:
Extensive underground line
extensions into the expanding
subdivisions in New Haven.
The co-op is expecting growth
in this area.
A budgeted 20 miles of
old copper line rebuilds across
Ohio and Indiana, as well as

sectionalizing to reduce outage
minutes.
Installing and upgrading
new sectionalizing equipment
for improved reliability, system
durability, and reduced outage
time.
Upgrading equipment in the
Columbus Grove and Convoy
substations, including high
side switch replacement, new
insulators and arrestors, and
station metering.
Installing 6,000 RF meters
to complete PPEC’s smart
metering system upgrade,
which will finish out the
co-op’s latest work plan.
(Members who sign up for
SmartHub this year will
receive a one-time $5 bill
credit.)
Testing 4,800 poles in
Paulding, Benton, Blue
Creek, and Latty Townships
in Paulding County through
contractor Osmose. Poles are
tested on a 10-year rotating
cycle; any that fail the test will
be replaced.
Installing animal guards
at various substations to help
reduce animal-caused outages.

SACS in need of
substitute nurses
BY KAYLA BRENNAN

“That’s when the principals
may have to step up,” Erickson
Businesses are struggling
said. “They might be the ones
to find workers, and school
helping to deal with some of
districts are facing the same
the injuries and dispensing
challenges.
medications. It’s not ideal. They
Southwest Allen County
don’t have the time to do it, but
Schools is looking for more
sometimes it’s what they have
substitute nurses to fill its roster. to do. They just have to pitch
Director of Human
in.”
Resources LuAnn Erickson
There are procedures that
explained the process when the principals are not allowed to do
district is in need of a substitute that would require a nurse, and
nurse. It is similar to calling for in those cases, a parent is called
substitute teachers.
to tell them that they are unable
“We keep a sub list for all of to do something to help their
our positions, and right now we child that typically the nurse
have 12 names,” Erickson said.
would do. Erickson said this is
“That seems like a lot, but when
a worst-case scenario that does
you call them, a lot of them are
not happen often, but it does
only available on certain days
happen.
or certain schools or they may
Erickson attributes some of
be subbing in another district.
the
shortages across the district
So it’s not always easy to find
to
the
COVID-19 pandemic.
somebody off of our sub list.”
“I have a nurse out all week
She described a day recently
when SACS needed five substi- now with COVID,” Erickson
said. “I have a nurse out on
tute nurses in one day.
maternity leave. We have an
“We were in a bit of a
opening at another school, we
panic,” Erickson said. “It’s
very unusual for us to need that had a nurse resign, so we are
filling that with a sub. So right
many. We only have 11 nurses
now, I need three subs.”
total.”
When talking to the SACS
There is a nurse in all
of the nine district schools.
nurses, she asked them why
Homestead High School has
they wanted to be a school
two nurses, then there is another nurse. She explained their
nurse who floats between the
responses.
largest elementary school and
“Their comments were, for
middle school.
the few that I talked with, it’s
When asked if there is a
the kids,” Erickson said. “They
specific number of nurses the
enjoy being part of the school,
district needs for the list, she
working with the kids, getting
said there is not. The district
to see them grow year to year.
just wants as many nurses as
That last part is more for the
possible on the substitute list to long-term nurses, but just being
ensure that a nurse will always
part of that school atmosphere
be in each school.
and being an important person
To qualify for this hourly
when dealing with these
position, an applicant needs to
students. I think that’s why we
be a registered nurse, which is a
have the nurses we do have.
requirement from the state.
They just get a lot of enjoyment
“Ideally, if they have some
out of that.”
experience in a school setting,
She said that with
that would be the best, but that’s
COVID-19, SACS nurses
not a requirement,” Erickson
are extremely busy because
said. “The challenging part
they are helping track which
for our subs is typically they
students are in quarantine and
are going to be in a building
who should be there, and they
by themselves. So if they have
some experience that would be are part of that within their
schools, which adds to their
ideal.”
regular daily duties.
In instances when the
All job listings are available
district is in need of a sub and
to browse at sacs.k12.in.us
there are not any available,
under the employment tab.
others have to help.
kbrennan@kpcmedia.com

